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Andrea Katzman Shoshana Jacob

As we reflect on another year at JCDSRI, one of our school’s five core 
values – Achrayut – responsibility – keeps coming to mind. Achrayut 
comes from the Hebrew root Acher, which means “other.” The concept 
of Achrayut requires us to take responsibility for our own actions and 
to respond to the needs of others. You, our donors, have embraced this 
value; no matter the challenges we face, you are beside us, sharing our 
burdens and sustaining us.

Since the printing of our last annual report, our school experienced 
two catastrophic floods, and each time we were able to quickly and 
ingeniously reconfigure our classroom spaces. This couldn’t have been 
achieved without your generosity and encouragement. Within that 
same period, the attack in Israel on October 7th brought several families 
to our doorstep seeking respite for their young children. Once again, 
our community embraced the value of Achrayut; community partners, 
donors, parents, and faculty joined forces to cover tuition costs, find 
housing and furnishings, and give our guests opportunities to learn, 
rest, and heal. When they eventually returned to Israel, they did so  
with renewed spirits. 

Your commitment to the value of Achrayut ensures that the challenges 
we face only serve to expand our gratitude, strengthen our mission, 
and multiply our accomplishments. Indeed, our educational program 
continues to be superb, our classrooms are full, and our graduates are 
eager to share their gifts with the wider community in meaningful and 
impactful ways. 

This annual report reflects our shared responsibility for our children 
now – and for generations to come. May we continue to grow from 
strength to strength.

With gratitude,

Andrea Katzman	 Shoshana Jacob 
Head of School		  President



Making Jewish Day School Education  
Accessible for All Children
As a mission-driven school, we are committed to a needs-blind admissions 
policy, giving all Jewish children access to our educational program  
regardless of a family’s financial circumstances. As a result, the percentage 
of families receiving scholarships at JCDSRI is double that of other local  
and national independent schools. 

Our Priorities
Dedication to  
Academic Excellence
A commitment to intellectual rigor 
shapes our curriculum and guides  
our students long after graduation. 
This year, our fifth graders received 
acceptances from every school to 
which they applied, allowing them  
each to choose the middle school 
that will best fit their learning style,  
academic goals, and interests. 

Fostering a Life-long  
Love of Learning
Engaging learning spaces created  
by our passionate faculty inspire  
exploration and interaction.  
Students are encouraged to help 
construct their own learning  
experiences, are invited to take 
intellectual risks, and are pushed  
to reflect and build upon their  
discoveries. 

Social Emotional Learning
Explicitly teaching our students  
how to recognize their  
own emotions and those  
of their classmates cultivates  
responsibility, insight,  
and empathy. Classroom  
expectations are co-created  
by teachers and students,  
strengthening communication, 
problem-solving, and  
critical-thinking skills.

Creating Meaningful  
Connections to the  
Jewish People
JCDSRI students experience Jewish 
joy, deepen their Jewish identities,  
and serve their community. As the 
only pluralistic Jewish Day School 
in Rhode Island and Southeastern 
Massachusetts, our students learn 
to articulate their own thoughts 
and values while remaining curious 
about others’ beliefs. Understanding, 
appreciating and celebrating  
diversity and difference while 
emphasizing that we are all part of 
a beloved community ensures that 
everyone feels welcomed,  
respected and safe.



Highlights of    2023-2024!
45th Anniversary Gala

Playground

Community Spaces: Mo’adon 

New  
Classroom  

Spaces:  
Bet Am

Partnership with  
Save the Bay

Holiday Celebrations

Leadership Development: 
Board Retreat 

Reading Buddies

Zimriyah & Special Visitors Day



2023-24 Administrative Team
Andrea Katzman, Head of School
Jill Davis, Principal
Harshita Lakhiani, Chief Financial Officer
Shayna Fel, Director of Admissions and Community Engagement
Alison Walter, Director of Development 
Sgt. Anthony Bucci (Ret.), Director of Security
Meredith Friedman, Executive Assistant to the Head of School 
Donna Baer, Administrative Assistant
Taly Contreras, Facilities Manager
Rhonda Mills, Director of Yahadut (Jewish Studies)
Bethany Weinstein, Social Worker
Ruth Horton, Early Childhood & Special Education Coordinator

Our Year 2023-24

Shoshana Jacob, President
Lesley Bogad, Vice President
Rabbi Navah Levine, Treasurer
Brauna Doidge, Secretary
Mara Ostro, Past President

Board of Trustees
We are grateful to our Board of Trustees, who served as steady stewards 
of the school, helping us move through this year securely, confidently, and 
with a dedication to creating a lasting legacy for generations to come. 

Executive Committee 2023-24

INCOME

EXPENSES

Tuition

76%

Donations  
& Grants

20%

Endowment -  
Annual Distribution

Support -  
Jewish Alliance

Salaries & Benefits

61%

Financial Aid

23%

Administrative 
Expenses

Facilities & Utilities

Books & Classroom Supplies

100%

5%

7%

4%

2%
2%

100%

Karen Beraha, Presidential Appointee
Rabbi Elan Babchuck
Kevin Blake
Susan Leach DeBlasio
Robyn Furman
Marisa Garber
Debra Herman
Kenny Hersh
Judy Rosenstein
Jessica Schuster
Rabbi Howard Voss-Altman



We are pleased to present you with our  
Annual Report of Giving. 
We are so grateful for the support of our Board, parents, grandparents, 
alumni families, friends, and community members who demonstrated their 
commitment to JCDSRI with their generous donations. This report reflects 
all of the gifts received between April 1, 2023 and April 15, 2024, including:  
our Annual Campaign, Gala and Annual Meeting, the General Campaign,  
the Immediate Israeli Family Assistance Fund, the Facilities Emergency 
Campaign and the Challenge Grant. These gifts helped sustain a meaningful 
experience for our students and families throughout the year!

ATID (Future)  
$25,000 and up
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor 
Anonymous Donor
Mel and Patty Alperin
Howard and Susan Bromberg
The Fain Family Foundation
David and Hope Hirsch
Janet Ostro

KOACH (Strength)  
$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor
Daniel Gamm and Marisa Garber
Dr. David and Sharyn Katzman
Jay and Judy Rosenstein
Andrew and Jessica Schuster

SHORASHIM (Roots)  
$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous Donor
Alan Shawn Feinstein Foundation
Center for Contemporary Judaica
John and Phoebe Cook
Dr. Mark and Sandra Cutler
Rabbi Michael and Shayna Fel ’00
Steve Jacobson and Andrea Katzman
Dr. Arnold and Susan Licht
Drs. Jonah and Rashmi Licht
Bruce and Dr. Marlene Wolpert

DOROT (Generations)  
$1,800-$4,999
Anonymous Donor
Dr. Nathan and Karen Beraha
Andrew Bokor and Lisa Moss
Amy Page Deblasio LLC
Susan Leach DeBlasio
Donald and Bonnie Dwares
Drs. Michael Furman ’96 and Zoe Billinkoff
Rachel Furman ’99
Dr. Stephen and Celia Gamm
Steven and Donna Goliger
Alan Hassenfeld
Kenny Hersh and Leah Ehrenhaus-Hersh
Joseph Kahan and Claudia Davidoff
Rabbi Navah Levine
Rabbi David and Carol Mersky
Mara Ostro
Dr. Lawrence and Ruth Page
Avi and Hanina Rosenstein
Eric Rotkow and Dr. Victoria Templer Rotkow
Dr. Ismar and Sally Schorsch
Isadore and Sophie Samdperil  
Family Philanthropic Fund  
(c/o Terry and Michael Schuster)
David Sheer
Dr. Penney Stein
Bradley and Alison Walter
Danny Warshay and Dr. Debra Herman
Drs. David Weil and Rachel Friedberg
Dr. Craig Woda and Rachel Mersky Woda

Donor 
Listing



ETZIM (Tree)  
$1,000-$1,799
Rabbi Elan Babchuck and Lizzie Pollock
Peter and Hana Berman
Donald Billinkoff and Sharon Lewin
Walter Bronhard
Brenda Clayson
Drs. Alex Cutler and May-Tal Sauerbrun-Cutler
Gloria Feibish
Edward and Barbara Feldstein
Steven Fine
Kevin and Theresa Fox
Dr. Martin and Robyn Furman
Louis and Nora Gitlin
Martin and Betty Ann Israelit
Dr. David and Elizabeth Kaplan
Daniel Karlin ’10
Richard Katzoff Fund 
Rabbi Alvan and Marcia Kaunfer
Jarold and Gail Kohll
Seth Kurn and Barbara Harris
Dr. Chandan and Harshita Lakhiani
Debra Parent (DJP Right Fit Recruiting) 
Dale and Dara Pearlman
Jamie and Lezli Pious
Joan Ress Reeves/Ress Family Fund
Dr. Fred and Sally Rotenberg
Dr. Fred and Gerri Schiffman
Dr. Keith and Adriane Schoen
Dr. Sheldon and Arlene Simon
Rabbi Howard Voss-Altman
Janet Zimmern

ANAFIM (Branches) 
($500-$999)
Anonymous Donor
Kenneth Dulgarian
Jay Ellowitz
Frieda Erlich
Dr. John and Susan Froehlich
Joseph Gaeta and Rebecca Epstein
Barbara Fields
Nancy Harris
Charles and Leslie Hecht-Leavitt
Dr. Lawrence and Marilyn Katz

Robert and Dr. Lesley Landau
Rabbi Preston Neimeiser
Arthur z”l and Judith Robbins
Adam Sinel
Steven and Malerie Singer
Gary and Jean St. Germain
Jeff Templer and Susan Schenberg-Templer
Dr. Brian Tesar and Lisa Greenberg
Dee Dee Witman

ALIM (Leaves)  
$180-$499
Craig and Ilene Allgood
Andrew Ash and Rachel Cohn
Moshe and Ilona Berman
Kevin Blake and Dr. Melissa Simon
Dr. Lesley Bogad
Gershon and Maya Buchsbaum
Russell Cohen
George Coussoulos and Susan Wolff
Michael and Vicky Dziok
Alex and Mira Eides
Jill Ellowitz
Jonathan and Aryn Fine
Doris Fishman
Harley and Donna Frank
Andrew Gabor and Dr. Iris Bahar
David and Robyn Goldstein
Howard and Gilda Greenberg
Edward and Marlene Greene
Joshua and Shoshana Jacob ’98
David Kanig and Anna Talis
Michael Kronenberg and Smadar Babchuck
Sheldon Lehner and Janet Bolton
Marc and Sarit Lesser
Joseph Manning and Linda Jacobs
Drs. Vincent Mor and Margaret Wool
Dr. Paul Nahme and Brauna Doidge
Dr. Steven and Libby Peiser
Dr. Aryeh Pelcovits and Stephanie Hague
Harold and Renee Rudnick
Ron Salavon
Dr. Peter and Sarah Saulson
Dr. Rebecca Schorsch
Judith Schuster
David and Laurie Sholes

Robert and Ronda Smith
Dr. Steven Stein and Naomi Schorsch Stein
Kent Stetson Handbags LLC
Terence Sullivan
Cheryl Greenfeld Teverow Family Fund
Alan Weintraub
David and Faye Wisen

PRACHIM (Flowers)  
$18-$179
Sam Abeshouse and Annie Cook
Ronald and Patricia Amirault
Ivan and Diane Arenson
Robin Aronson
Paul and Esta Avedisian
Neil and Dr. Yaela Baine
Dr. Benny and Ayala Bar-Lavi
David Bell and Dr. Sarah Rapoport
Arthur and Judith Bergel
Marcia Blacher
Andrew and Beverly Blazar
Molly Bogad
Estelle Bogdonoff
Jeffrey Brier
Steve and Lucy Buxbaum
John and Sharyn Caldwell
Heather Cline
Karen Dannin
Manuel and Catherine DaRosa
Rabbi Barry Dolinger and Naomi Baine
Eileen Ellis
Richard and Mary Engle
Robert and Judy Fishman
Scott Freschet
Meredith Friedman
Sharon Friedman and Marcia Szymanski
William and Maureen Friedman
Gina Gabai
Harold and Janice Gadon
Murray and Rosalyn Gereboff
Keith and Pamela Gibbs
Gilligan and Bianco LLC
Tricia and Philip Goldman
Drs. Ariel and Andrea Goldschmidt
Meyer and Sue-Rita Goldstein
Michael and Ruth Goldstein

Kim Green
Dr. Samuel and Judith Greenblatt
Ronni Guttin
Richard and Barbara Holt
Ruthie Furman Ingard ’01 and Ben Ingard
Howard and Laurie Jacob
Sasha Kanig ’22
Rabbi Elie Kaunfer and Lisa Exler
Alfred and Mary Ann Killilea
Lynne Klasko-Foster
Arthur and Ruth Kramer
Elliott and Mary Krauss
Richard and Bernice Kumins
Sam Havens and Dr. Audrey Kupchan
David Leach
Terence and Lauri Lee
Erin Lessans
Jacob and Maybeth Lichaa
Gary and Audrey Licht
Toby Liebowitz
Alisa Margolis
Svetlana Matt
Jimmy and Bobbi Meyer
Steven Naiman and Diane Berube
Boris Nakhlis and Sommer Thomas
Dr. Jack and Debra Nassau
Rahmat and Laurie Noorparvar
Marilyn Ostrow
Dr. Marc and Debra Page
Elise Pansey
Steven and Libby Peiser
Drs. Robert and Marjorie Pelcovits
Drs. Andrew Pessin and Gabriella Rothman
Providence Metallizing Co.
Jeff Prystowsky and Leni Kwait
F.L. Putnam Investment Management Co.
Maxine Richman
James Rooney
Joel and Debra Rotkow
Sandra Rubin
Alexander and Celia Rumpler Fund
Erika Rusley
Natalia Ryvkin
Sarah Schleifer
John and Mara Scoliard
Abe and Larissa Shapiro



Leonid Sheftelevich
Gail Solomon
Dr. Joel and Wendy Spellun
Neal and Sheri Stanger
Marvin and Miriam Stark
Daniel and Rose Subotnik
Joseph Subotnik ’92 and Dina Leytes
Michael and Susan Sugerman
David Talan
Pamela Tate
Dean N. Temkin
Jill Teverow ’00
Kevin Tracy
David Usher and Donna Goldin
Netti Vogel

Thank you to each and every one of our donors for making JCDSRI  
a priority in your Annual Giving this past year. We have made every  
attempt to ensure the accuracy of the lists published in this report.  
Please accept our sincerest apologies and notify us with any errors or  
omissions by contacting the Development Office at 401-751-2470 or  
email awalter@jcdsri.com.

Giving Opportunities at JCDSRI
Making a charitable gift is a personal decision. Understanding 
the differences between gifts will help you determine the impact you want 
to have. Annual, Endowment, and Yad B’Yad gifts support the mission of 
JCDSRI now and in the future.

Annual Fund Gifts have a direct and immediate impact on all aspects of 
JCDSRI. They will be used to meet immediate needs and pressing priorities. 
These funds give the flexibility to respond quickly to new opportunities  
and unexpected needs. 

Endowment Gifts are a permanent self-sustaining source of funding.  
Each year, a portion of the value of the fund is paid out to support the 
school. Any earnings in excess of this distribution are used to build the 
fund’s market value. Endowment funds can grow and provide support  
in perpetuity and can create a permanent legacy of support at JCDSRI. 

Yad B’Yad (Hand in Hand) Fund provides grants and scholarships to our 
families who are dealing with unforeseen challenges. Your generous gift 
will ensure that support will continue to be available for the families  
that need it most.

Annual  
• Every fiscal year
• Small gifts making large impacts
• Immediate needs 
• Short-Term
• Staffing
• Expenses not covered by tuition
• Tuition Assistance
• Scholarships

Georgi Vogel-Rosen
Richard and Meryl Waldman
Karen Wargo
Gwen Weinberger
Carl and Lisa Weinberg
Aaron Weinblatt and Anna Cable ’98
Natalie Westrick ’11
Kathleen Wetherby
Bruce White Jr. and Hilarie Rubin ’88
Dr. Richard Wiebe and Michele Mericle
Wayne Wilfand
Elaine Winograd
Craig Wolpert
Peter and Ellen Zane

2023-24 Special Funds  
• Israeli Emergency Assistance Fund
• Challenge Grant
• Facilities Emergency Fund

Yad B’Yad
• �Additional gifts to your  

Annual Campaign Commitment
• �Helps current families  

with immediate needs

Endowment
• Savings Account
• �Needs to increase with growth  

of school
• Lasting security
• Investment
• Foundation for the future
• Stability during uncertain times
• Long-Term
• Legacy Giving
• Professional Development
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